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Get Involved
Viking Deadline
Friday, Sept. 21
Send all submissions to the 
editor, Kassandra Garcia at 
Kaegarcia@vikings.gray-
son.edu. Remember, anyone 
can contribute!

Student 
Leadership Series
TBA

Student and Employee
Spirit Day
Every Friday
Wear your GC attire with 
blue jeans and celebrate the 
Viking spirit.

Baptist Student 
Ministries
Wednesdays, 11:30 -12:15 
p.m.
BSM building
Clay Club
First Thursdays, 5 - 6 p.m.
Ceramic Room, Arts & 
Communications
Cosmetology Club
Mondays bi-weekly
3:30 - 4:30 p.m., CTC
Cultural Diversity Club
First and third Wednesdays
1 - 2 p.m., Int’l Student Office

DAAC
Fridays, 12:45 p.m., HS 202
Delta Phi Delta (Art)
First Tuesdays, 12:15 p.m.
Design Room
Arts & Communications 
Dental Assisting Club
Wednesdays, 11:30 - 12 p.m.
HS 205

Electrical 
Technology Club
TBA
Contact Aimee Flynn
903-463-8684
Eta Sigma Delta 
First Wednesdays, 2  p.m.
Culinary Arts Building
FCA
TBA
Future Educators
Every other Tuesday
12:20 - 12:50 p.m., CIS 200
Gamers Guild
First Thursdays, 4:00 p.m.
Design Room,
Arts & Communications 

Grayson Nursing 
Student Association
Wednesday or Friday
11:30 a.m.
Viking Room, Life Center

HALO (Hispanic-
American Leadership 
Organization)
Second and fourth Tuesday 
12:20 - 12:45 p.m., LA 108
History Club
Wednesdays, 2:30 p.m.
LA 207, Liberal Arts
Honors College Club
Thursdays, 12:15 - 1 p.m.
Viking Room, Life Center

HVACR Club
First Thursdays
5:30 p.m. 
CTC Room 117

LEA 
(Criminal Justice)
Tuesdays
12:30-1:30 p.m.
Location TBA

Men of Distinction
Thursdays, 12 - 1 p.m.
CWL Seminar Room A 

Continued on Page 2

Clubs & Orgs
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Free Lunch!
By Bernie Gallagher, BSM Director

   With basketball return-
ing to Grayson College this 
year the need for a pep band 
to support our wonderful 
athletes begins. This fall, 
the newly formed Viking 
Pep Band will be appearing 
at each men’s and women’s 
home basketball game. 
Dr. Andy Wright joins the 
college as director of the 
band as we work diligently 
to grow this ensemble from 
its infancy. The main goal 
of our pep band is to bring 

spirited entertainment to 
each home basketball game 
and support our amazing 
athletes and athletic staff.
   If you have played an 
instrument, any instrument, 
in the past and want to play 
some great music, be crazy, 
watch exciting basketball 
games, and a charter mem-
ber of this new band, please 
contact Andy Wright at 
(903) 415-2637 or wrigh-
ta@grayson.edu.

The Viking   

   The Grayson College 2nd Floor Gallery has an 
exciting list of exhibits for this fall semester.  The first 
show, “That’s My Jam”, will focus on the relationship 
between music and the arts.  Throughout art history 
there are numerous examples of artists being inspired 
by music with vastly different visual results ranging 
from Kandinsky’s wild lines and splashes of color to 
Mondrian’s jazz inspired squares of primary colors. 
   Sometimes the reverse is also true: musicians have 
been inspired by art to compose music. This exhibition 
is asking artists to continue that creative dialogue and 
create original works about or inspired by music. 

   Anyone 18 and older is welcome to submit work to 
the exhibit. The delivery of “ready to hang” art work 
is due Monday August 27, from 3-5 p.m. in the gal-
lery.  The exhibit opens September 3 and runs through 
September 21st, with an artist’s reception Friday, 
September 14 from 5:30-7 p.m.
   For a complete list of shows for the Fall semester, 
see the bulletin boards in the Arts and Communica-
tions building!

                                                        

What’s Your Jam?

   All GC students and staff are invited to our Welcome 
Back to School Luncheon sponsored by the Baptist 
Student Ministry.  This “come and go” event will take 
place Wednesday, August 22nd, from 12:00 noon until 
1:00 pm and will be held in the BSM building next to 
the gym on the main campus. Free hotdogs and fixin’s 
provided.  Live music by former GC student Jenna 
Toland. Please join us as we welcome the new semester.

In this Issue
Read about club agendas 
and individual activities on 
page 2

Read about GC Veterans’ 
accomplishments and 
events on page 4

  By Kristin Vilbig, Art Professor

Survival Guide to College Success!
  Starting college can be very exciting 
with a clean slate, yet sometimes it can 
be daunting and difficult when trying 
to discover the path less traveled by.  
To encounter this new experience, it 
helps to have some advice involving 
face-to-face interaction with campus 
life. Let`s accept the truth, college can 
be stressful whether you are transition-
ing from High school, or you are a 
well-seasoned and older student. 
   With that being said, here are ten 
steps I wished I had known before 
starting college.                            
   1. Stepping outside the classroom 
is where real learning takes place.
   Go to meet professors and advisors 
during office hours; they can help to 
expand and open doors for your future.
    2. Changing your major is always 
an option.
   Completing your general education 
requirements and receiving helpful 
advising can help you find the major 
that is right for you. Changing your 
major multiple times is completely ac-
ceptable. Choosing classes inside and 
outside your comfort zone helps you to 

know what you want in a career.
   3. Campus involvement builds 
relationships.
   Be involved in your social life, as 
it will be a large part of your college 
experience. Join campus clubs, organi-
zations, or athletics that will help you 
meet new people who help you build 
lasting memories and friendships.
   4. Try to not fall behind in class. 
Catching up can become very dif-
ficult.
    Get in the habit of staying active, 
making time for plenty of rest and 
eating well. This will decrease stress 
and keep you healthy. Along with that, 
exercise always opens your mind.
    5. Go to class.
    You may feel like skipping; don’t. 
Get to know teachers and stay alert 
during lectures. Participate, take notes, 
and show interest in all discussions.
    6. Use your resources.
    College offers excellent support 
services such as tutoring, counseling, 
job placement, computer labs, and so 
much more to boost your skills in or-
der to manage your school schedule. 

   7. Stay proactive.
If your class becomes difficult, go to 
a tutor or see a counselor to help plan 
next semesters schedule. College is full 
of people who are specifically there to 
help you, so reach out when in need of 
help.
   8. Become an intern.
     Sometimes hands-on learning is the 
best way to learn, build relationships, 
and gain experience for your future 
career.
   9. Stop over thinking.
     You don’t have to know the answers 
to all of life’s riddles. Life is an un-
folding, discovering, and adventurous 
time. Sometimes over thinking can get 
you in trouble and you could miss the 
journey.
   10. Just be yourself.
      You are perfect. You are valuable. 
You’re enough.

“All our dreams can come true, if we 
have the courage to pursue them.”

 -Walt Disney

  By Debra Haggin, Staff Writer

  By Andrew Wright, Band Director

Wassily Kandinsky, Composition VII, 1913, Oil on canvas, 200 x 300 cm, The State Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow

   Student veterans at Grayson College have a new 
friend and confidant. George Wade has been named 
“Chaplain for GC Student Veterans” and will be 
available to meet individually or in small groups 
beginning in the fall 2018 semester. 
   In his role as chaplain, Mr. Wade sees himself as 
simply a “trusted individual to whom student veter-
ans can turn if they are seeking direction or guidance 
in dealing with any number of issues that may be 
troubling to them.” 
                                                   Continued on page 4	

Pep, Pep, Hurray!

 Veteran Friend

 Request
By Tommy Ellis, Veteran Project Coordinator

George Wade,Chaplin for GC Student Veterans



 Honors College:
Change of the Guard
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Music Club
Every other Friday
12 - 1 p.m., Band Hall,
Arts & Communications

Phi Theta Kappa
Wednesdays,
12:30- 1:00 p.m. 
Viking Room, Life Center 

Psychology Club
Tuesdays, 12:15 - 12:50 p.m.
CIS 202

Radiology Tech Club
The 15th of every month
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
HS 200

Rotaract
Every other Wednesday
3 - 4  p.m.
Viking Room, Life Center

Science Club
1st and 3rd Fridays 
1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
S 106, Science Building

Student Government 
Association
First Mondays
12:15 - 12:45 p.m.
Viking Room, Life Center
Next Meeting: February 5th

Sisters of Destiny
Thursdays, 12:15 - 1 p.m.
Conference Room, Life Cen-
ter
Student Ambassadors
Third Mondays, 12 - 1 p.m.
Viking Room, Life Center

Student Veterans 
Assocation (SVA)
1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
Veterans’ Hub (2nd floor of 
Life Center) 12 - 1:00 p.m.

TIPPS (Culinary Arts)
First Thursdays, 3 - 4:00 p.m.
691 Restaurant, Culinary 
Arts

Veteran Nursing 
Student Association
First Mondays, 12 p.m. 
South Campus Skills Lab

Vocational Nursing 
Student Association
First and third Wednesdays, 
12 - 1 p.m. 
Veteran’s Hub, Life Center

Welding Technologies
Association
First and third Tuesdays, 
12 - 1 p.m. CTC Break Room
First and third Tuesdays, 
12 - 1 p.m. South Campus

Writers Unlimited
Every other Tuesday
12:15-12:45 p.m.
Library, Study Room 5

Why would i join PTK?
   Invitations will soon go out to all Grayson College 
students who are eligible to join Phi Theta Kappa! Be-
low you will find the top ten reasons to join, which will 
help you understand why membership is so important to 
your current and future success. Do not let the opportunity 
to join pass you by!
   10. Phi Theta Kappa provides members with opportuni-
ties to attend conferences where you can meet some great 
speakers and amazing people.
   9. Being a Phi Theta Kappa member will help you learn 
how to develop both academic and interpersonal skills.
  8. Membership also provides opportunities to develop 
the leadership skills employers are seeking in the people 
they hire.
   7. Members gain access to Five Star Competitive Edge, 
which is an online self-paced personal development plan 
to help you strengthen your soft skills.
   6. There are opportunities to engage in undergraduate re-
search at the community college level, strengthening im-
portant research skills. Members also have an opportunity 
to have that research published!
  5. We are a diverse group from every background you 
can imagine.
   4. You can E X P A N D  your mind by being exposed to 
differing and unique viewpoints.
   3. We give back through service to our campus and com-

munity.
   2. When you tell a university that you are a Phi Theta 
Kappa member, you distinguish yourself from the other 
applicants. This makes you more competitive for admis-
sion and scholarships.
   1. Phi Theta Kappa members have the opportunity to 
make lifelong connections and develop a support system 
that can impact your life tremendously. Phi Theta Kappa 
members are always willing to help each other.

         Lavada Burse, Omicron Psi Chapter President

   Wednesday Noon Luncheons:  GC 
students as well as faculty/staff are in-
vited to the BSM Wednesday Luncheons 
held throughout the semester. We plan to 
serve the meal, provided by area church-
es, beginning at 12 noon followed by a 
brief program featuring music and speak-
ers from area churches and/or the GC 
community. There is no charge for this 
event.
   Noon Bible Studies: Bible study 
groups will be meeting on Monday and 
Tuesday at 12:15-12:45 pm throughout 

the semester. Lunch is provided.
   The BSM building is located between 
the Sports & Recreation Center and the 
Campus Police buildings. 
   For more information please stop by 
our building (open from 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 
p.m.), email us at bsm6101@airmail.
net, or call us at 903-463-8798/903-
465-2207. All students on campus are 
welcome to participate in BSM activities 
regardless of religious preference.

   The Grayson College Honors 
College officers were excited to 
meet with their new advisor, 
Professor Chad Tomaselli. They 
held a summer meeting regarding 
the advisor switch, which included 
their former advisor, Dr. Brandy 
Fair.
   The switch of advisors will be a   
growing opportunity for the entire 
club, and the officers involved are 
looking forward to the opportunity 
to prosper. Meetings for Honors 
College will still be held every 
Thursday during the fall and spring 
semester. In fact, even with the 
quick switch of advisors, students 
can stop by and meet with the club 
at the Welcome Picnic on Thurs-
day, August 23, who are preparing 
for a great time with our Viking 
students.
   With this change we also get the 
pleasure of getting to know the 
face of the club. Professor Toma-

selli has been teaching at Grayson 
for five yeas and is currently 
working on his doctorate degree at 
the University of North Texas. He 
is a history professor with a great 
sense of humor and a positive 
attitude. Overall, there are plenty 
of incredible things to expect from 
Professor Tomaselli as he takes on 
this challenge. 
   This year if you choose to join 
Honors College, it will be a learn-
ing experience for  everyone. The 
change of an advisor means change 
for the club, so feel free to stop by 
and forge new ideas and prospects 
for the club to take on and inherit. 
Through the learning process, 
everyone will be leaning on one 
another to lead to a bigger and 
better Honors College for the 
college to enjoy for many years to 
come.

PTK: A Weekend to Remember!
The Event’s Importance
   On July 27th our very own Phi Theta Kappa chapter, 
Omicron Psi, sent their new team of officers to the annual 
Texas Honors Institute. This three-day adventure allowed 
the Omicron Psi officers to meet members from all over the 
state and engage not only with them, but each other as well
   Phi Theta Kappa gives students a chance to develop lead-
ership skills, along with 
other important soft 
skills employers want, 
while also providing 
students with opportu-
nities to give back to 
their communities. 
   The Society’s mem-
bers come from many 
walks of life, from all 
over the world, who tie 
their stories together 
through their projects 
and service.
   Texas Honors Institute 
is where students meet 
to discuss the topic of 
their undergraduate re-
search project, which 
should be designed to 
address an issue on both 
a local and global scale. 
Every two years the 
subject of the project 
changes, and this year it 
focuses on the topic of 
transformation. 
   Through speakers, group projects, and workshops, our 
Texas chapters were able to communicate their ideas and 
encourage one another to push for the best outcomes they 
could possibly achieve. 
   For Phi Theta Kappa, these projects embody ideals that 
could influence societies to change for the better. The entire 

Texas Honors Institute is a very uplifting and enlighten-
ing experience, which is why our chapter strives to attend 
every year.
Who We Thank
   Overall, the 2018 Phi Theta Kappa Texas Honors Institute 
was an extraordinary success. Our Omicron Psi chapter 
could not be more thankful for the experience, or the ac-

complishments of their 
advisor, Professor Mary 
Linder, who recently 
became the Texas Re-
gional Coordinator of 
Phi Theta Kappa. 
   It was because of Pro-
fessor Mary Linder and 
her regional team that 
the annual institute was 
such a big hit. 
   Omicron Psi hopes to 
make Grayson College 
proud once again with 
their 2018-2019 proj-
ects. We hopefully will 
see Omicron Psi named 
number one in the entire 
world once again, but if 
not, we know they will 
always be number one 
in our Viking hearts! 
    If you would like to 
learn more about Phi 
Theta Kappa and the 
$90 million in scholar-
ships available for our 

members, check out one of the weekly chapter meetings. 
We meet each Wednesday, 12:30 p.m.-1 p.m. in the Viking 
Room. 

  By Kassandra Garcia, The Viking Editor

By Rebecca Gillespie, student

   The arts department is par-
ticipating in the Dia de Muertos 
Festival in downtown Denison on 
November 3, 2018.  
   Design students will be making 
Papel Picado banners and lan-
terns to celebrate the Day of the 
Dead, a day to honor the memory 
of loved ones who have passed.  
“Papel picado” literally translates 
to  “punched paper” and is a tra-
dition throughout Mexico.
   Be sure to keep an eye out for 
these brightly colored decorations 
around campus during October!
   The Advanced Design students 
will be making large puppets for 
the Dia de Muertos parade for 
the festival.  Using papier mache 

and their own designs, students 
will construct larger-than-life-
sized puppets that are worn and 
operated by the puppeteer.  These 
puppets will be judged in compe-
tition, with prizes for the winners. 
   If you would like to get in-
volved with the arts on campus, 
come and join Delta Phi Delta, 
Grayson College’s Art Club.  The 
art club meets 1st Tuesday of the 
month in AC 105/Design Room…
and there is usually food!
For more information about these 
and other Grayson College Art 
Event, visit our Facebook page 
at: Grayson College Visual Arts 
Department.

By Kassandra Garcia, The Viking Editor

BSM:  It›s not just for Baptists
By Bernie Gallagher, BSM Director

Get Involved:  Dia de los

Muertos 
By Kristin Vilbig, Art Professor

!
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   Dallas, Texas - The North Texas Small Business Development Center 
(NTSBDC) at Dallas County Community College District (DCCCD) awards 
SBDC field centers the distinguished SBDC of the Year Award for exemplary 
performance. 
   The SBDC of the Year Award recipient for 2018 is Grayson Small Business 
Development Center (SBDC). The SBDC of the year is acknowledged and 
recognized by the North Texas SBDC and the Small Business Administration 
as an advocate for advancing opportunities for entrepreneurial development.   
   The SBDC of the Year surpasses performance goals, builds small busi-
nesses, develops the SBDC for success and serves as a champion for small 
businesses. The Grayson SBDC surpassed 2016-2017 performance deliver-
ables by over 363%!
   Grayson SBDC earned this distinguished award for their expert assistance 
provided to small business owners resulting in business success for their cli-
ents. The Grayson SBDC assisted clients with the incorporation of new tech-
nologies and the implementation of strategies to facilitate business growth. 
They are dedicated to the North Texas SBDC Mission of accelerating the 
North Texas economy by helping entrepreneurs grow sustainable businesses, 
evidenced by their client’s successes. 
   The Grayson SBDC is hosted by Grayson College in Denison, Texas. We 
would like to thank Grayson College’s President, Dr. Jeremy P. McMillen for 
his leadership and longstanding support of the SBDC program. 
   The Grayson SBDC serves Fannin and Grayson counties under the leader-
ship of Director, Karen Stidham. The Grayson SBDC provides top-quality 
business consulting, which has been key to improving economic factors in 
Texas. Director Stidham has been recognized for her leadership and the man-
ner in which she and her team serve the small business community.
   Grayson SBDC is honored for their excellence in the value they provide 
to small businesses and advancing program delivery and management. The 
North Texas SBDC Network serves forty-nine counties in the Northeast 
Texas Region and hosts 12 field centers to provide services to small busi-
nesses to foster economic development. 

About the North Texas SBDC Network
   For over 30 years, the North Texas SBDC (NTSBDC) Network has nour-
ished a Texas partnership between higher education and economic develop-
ment organizations dedicated to providing emerging and established business 
owners with management and technical assistance to enable the growth and 
increase profitability for small businesses.
   The NTSBDC Network serves 49 counties and is comprised of 12 field 
centers with 23 outreach locations. The North Texas SBDC Network is in 
part funded by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), State of Texas, 
and the Dallas County Community College District (DCCCD) serving as the 
Network’s designated lead host institution. The North Texas SBDC Network 
is nationally accredited by the Association of SBDCs. With that being said, 
Congratulations to the Grayson SBDC!

From left to right: Karen Stidham-Director, Helen Jeffcoats-Assistant,
Tommi Homuth-Advisor, Ken Mullins-Advisor, and Homer Cawthon-Advisor

 Hello, my name is Wayne Ryon. I started 
working in the Financial Aid office as a work 
study and later became a Financial Aid Advi-
sor. I graduated from Grayson with my As-
sociate’s in Psychology, and this fall I will be 
pursuing my bachelor’s degree at Texas A&M 
Commerce.  
   I have learned so much and continue to learn 
from my coworkers who have been in Finan-
cial Aid for years. Through them and myself I 
can better help students achieve their dreams. 

   Q: What is your favorite book to read?
   A: I could never pick just one. However, 
currently I am re-reading one of my favorite 
series, The House of Night series by P.C. Cast 
and Kristin Cast. 
   Q: What is your favorite movie?
   My all time favorite movie is Beauty and the 
Beast. I tend to enjoy movies that show things 
are never as they seem, and Beauty and the 
Beast is an incredible example of that value. 

   Hello, my name is Lisa Russell. I am fairly 
new to the office and have now been a Finan-
cial Aid Advisor for three months. I received 
my bachelor’s degree from Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University back in 2016, 
and I have been married to my husband, Mi-
chael Russell, for eight years. 
   This office keeps me on my toes, and the 
students we help are incredible. 

   Q: What do you do to keep fit?
    A: I am actively part of two soccer leagues. 
In order to stay conditioned for playing I go 
to the gym almost every day. 
   Q: What three things do you think of the 
most each day?
    A: First on my mind each day is my family. 
Then, my puppies, Turbo and Pencil. They 
are like another family to my husband and I. 
Thirdly, I think of food, because I am almost 
always hungry.

Get to Know Your Financial Aid I 
Advisers: Wayne Ryon and Lisa Russell

Grayson SBDC Honored for Exemplary Performance

Student Resources

Wayne Ryon Lisa Russell

Join Student Support Services Now
Program Requirements

Students must be a US Citizen andat least one of the following:
First-generation college student
Low-income student
Students with disabilities

• 	
• 	
• 	

!

Get Connected
 sss@grayson.edu

903-415-2597

About Me
   As an introductory piece, I would love for everyone to be able to say they 
know their Viking editor. My name is Kassandra Garcia, and I am a work 
study and member of many clubs on the campus. Any time you happen to see 
me running around, feel free to say hello, or let me know if you enjoyed this 
issue of the paper!

   On a more personal note, I am not originally a Texan. I am from Louisiana 
and my love for Cajun spices is endless. However, I have lived in Texas most 
of my life and I am local to the area. If there’s anything else you would like 
to know, feel free to stop me for a question too!

Life as a Viking
   It can’t be stressed enough that being involved as a Viking has benefits. Net-
working can be everything for your future career, future university, or many 
different aspects of your life. Embrace your Viking side, and come to campus 
to enjoy the various activities we offer, and join in on groups or clubs. There 
is a list of our events and such sitting in our Student Life Center on the second 
floor; feel free to stop by!
   As a club member, you also see various scholarship opportunities and once- 
in-a-life-time trips that you could very well regret missing out on. The same 
can be said for sport involvement, band, theater, and everything in between. 
If you’re shy, introverted, or have any issues at all with social interaction, this 
is the time to crawl out of your shell without going too far!
Use of Resources
   Just to note, there are so many resources the college offers its students. For 
one we have free counseling that any of us can set up appointments for. Sec-
ond, there is also free tutoring offered in our testing center waiting to be taken 
advantage of. The tutors themselves are your fellow students who go through 
the same stressful deadlines as you do.

   Other resources include things like our food pantry. If you have issues ob-
taining food resources, our college can help you. The same can be said for 
technology issues. Students can easily access on-campus computers in order 
to help with online assignments in the library. There are plenty of helpful 
things to find all around campus, so feel free to ask not only me, but also other 
staff members that you see!

                                        Kassandra Garcia, The Viking Editor

By Helen Jeffcoats, Assistant of Grayson Small Business Development Center

           Words From the Editor
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   The Center of Excellence for Veteran Students Success aims to provide 
GC student veterans with a path to dealing with personal issues that may 
interfere with their academic pursuits and success at Grayson College.
   Mr. Wade has an extensive and distinguished background in chaplain 
duties in many parts of the country and currently serves as chaplain at 
a local hospital as well. At Grayson, he will be present at the Student 
Veterans Association (SV) meetings to greet all student veterans and to 
insure they know that he is available for them. The SVA meets twice per 
month (1st and 3rd Wednesdays) at noon in the Veteran’s Hub, located 
on the 2nd Floor of the Life Center, next door to the Veteran Services 
Office.  
   All student veterans and military dependents are invited to join the 
SVA and participate in the only club on campus “just for veterans”. Stop 
by and meet Mr. Wade at one of the upcoming club meetings and enjoy 
a quick lunch with other student veterans at the same time. 

Veteran Friend 
Request

Opening Ceremony: Thursday, September 27, 2018, 10 
a.m., Cruce Stark Auditorium

Memorial Exhibit: Baptist Student Ministry 
Thursday, September 27 open till 7 p.m.
Friday, September 28, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday, September 29, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Closing Ceremony: Saturday, September 29, 3 p.m., 
Gymnasium

For more details and information, call/stop by Veteran Services Office,

Veteran Services Providers

   Staff from the Center of Excel-
lence for Veteran Student Success 
at Grayson College met recently 
with representatives from twelve 
other colleges and organizations 
at the Gainesville campus of 

North Central Texas College for 
the 2018 Veteran Services Provid-
ers Symposium. 
   The thirty-one participants 
gathered to expand their knowl-
edge base of student veterans and 
how to better serve them at 
today’s colleges and universities. 
This year’s symposium, the 
second year for this event, began 
at Grayson College with the 
initial 2017 Veteran Services 
Providers Symposium.   
   A 100% increase in schools and 
personnel attending from year 
one to year two proves a genuine 
interest and need to provide more 
and better services to the growing 
segment of student veterans. 
   One session of the all-day 
symposium was an interactive 
panel discussion with four cur-
rent student veterans, two of 
whom were Grayson College 
student veterans, Ashley Mathis 
and Shawn Thomas. The panel 
responded to a wide-range of 

related questions and provided 
much information and in-depth 
thought about relevant and 
topical issues that benefitted all 
attendees.
   The value of this type of educa-

tional symposium is evidenced by 
the fact that participants and 
hosts are already anticipating the 
next event during the summer of 
2019. 
   When this symposium was 
simply an idea at Grayson Col-
lege, it was believed to be of such 
importance that once started, it 
would grow and continue on for 
years into the future. All student 
veterans, regardless of where they 
attend classes, will be the bene-
factors of their service providers’ 
attending the specialized sympo-
siums that originated at Grayson 
College.

Saturday, September 29, 2018
GC Gym/Fitneness Center 10 a.m. -3 p.m.

Veteran Affairs

   Two advisory committees dedi-
cated to improving services for 
Grayson College student veterans 
met for their final meeting dur-
ing the summer on July 19 in the 
Viking Room. 
   The Veterans Advisory Council 
(VAC) and the Veteran Students 
Support Team (VSST) were both 
established in accordance with the 
Department of Education grant that 
established the Center of Excel-
lence for Veteran Students Success.
   Both committees met eleven 
times separately over the last 
three years, but the 12th and final 
meeting was a special combined 
meeting of the two bodies. This 
meeting allowed members a rare 
opportunity to learn more about 
the other committee while meeting 

their counterparts, some for the first 
time. 
   Both committees have been 
focused on the success of today’s 
student veterans to insure their 
needs are met while at Grayson and 
that they are prepared for a success-
ful life beyond Grayson College.
   A special and enjoyable highlight 
of this meeting was a PowerPoint 
video of the various activities of 
the Veteran Services Office over 

the past three years. In addition, 
members were recognized for their 
service and commitment by being 
presented special commemorative 
“MISSION ACCOMPLISHED” 
challenge coins. 
   The recognition coins were 
designed to celebrate various suc-
cesses of student veterans but was 
expanded to honor/celebrate the 
accomplishments of others working 
in various capacities that benefit 
Grayson College student veterans.  
   Because of his numerous con-
tributions to student veterans at 
Grayson College, combined with 
his faithful service and committee 
attendance, Rear Admiral William 
“Bill” Retz, USN (Ret) was also 
presented an additional special 
award, the “Compass Rose.”

   

Awarded by Student Veterans As-
sociation representative William 
Thompson, the Compass Rose rep-
resents the direction and guidance, 
both valuable and revered, that 
Adm. Retz has provided faithfully 
for the past three years in so many 
ways to Grayson College student 
veterans and student veteran opera-
tions.

By Tommy Ellis, Veteran Project Coordinator

Military Ball
Saturday, September 15, 2018

Enriched by NCTC Symposium
By Tommy Ellis, Veteran Project Coordinator

Grayson staff from the Center of Excellence for Veteran Student Suc-
cess at the 2018 Veteran Services Providers Symposium in Gainsville 

Years of Service

Rear Admiral William “Bill” Retz, USN (Ret) accepts the “Com-
pass Rose” from Student Veterans Association representative William 
Thompson 

Wednesday, September 26, 2018
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2nd Floor, Life Center or call 903.415.2632
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