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The   Viking   
In this Issue
Read a bout how local high
schools are respondi ng to 
concussions on pa ge 5

See artwork by a Grayson 
pr ofessor on pa ge 6

Get Involved
Viking Deadline
Friday, October 27th 
Send all submissions to the 
editor, Morgan Bryant, at 
MoBryant@vikings.grayson.
edu.

Student 
Leadership Series
Monday, October 23rd
12:15 - 12:45 p.m. 
Community leaders are 
invited to discuss and share 
their philosophy  on leader-
ship in today’s competitive 
w ork environment. LA 101

Student and Employee
Spirit Day
Every Friday
Wear your G C attire w ith 
blue j eans and celebrate the 
Viking spirit.

Baptist Student 
Ministries
Wednesdays, 11:30 -12:15 
p.m.
BSM building
Clay Club
First Thursdays, 5 - 6 p.m.
Ceramic Room, Arts & 
Communications
Cosmetology Club
Mondays bi-w eekly
3:30 - 4:30 p.m., CTC
Cultural Diversity Club
First and third Wednesdays
1 - 2 p.m., nt’l Student ce

DAAC
Fridays, 12:45 p.m., HS 202

Delta Phi Delta (Art)
First Tuesdays, 12:15 p.m.
D esign Room
Arts & Comunications 
Dental Assisting Club
Wednesdays, 11:30 - 12 p.m.
HS 205

Electrical 
Technology Club
TBA
Contact Aimee Flynn
903-463-8684
Eta Sigma Delta 
First Wednesdays, 2  p.m.
Culinary Arts Building
FCA
TBA
Future Educators
Every other Tuesday
12:20 - 12:50 p.m., CIS 200
Gamers Guild
First Thursdays, 4:00 p.m.
D esign Room,
Arts & Communications 

Grayson Nursing 
Student Association
Wednesday or Friday
11:30 a.m.
Viking Room, Life Center

HALO (Hispanic-
American Leadership 
Organization)
Second and fourth Tuesday 
12:20 - 12:45 p.m., LA 108
History Club
Wednesdays, 2:30 p.m.
LA 207, Liberal Arts
Honors College Club
Thursdays, 12:15 - 1 p.m.
Viking Room, Life Center

HVACR Club
First Thursdays
5:30 p.m. 
CTC Room 117

LEA 
(Criminal Justice)
Tuesdays
12:30-1:30 p.m.
Location TBA

Medical 
Lab Technology
TBA
Men of Distinction
Thursdays, 12 - 1 p.m.
CWL Seminar Room A

 Continued on Page 2

(L) Memorials of victims of the Vegas shooting. (R) Hotel from which shots were �red
Photos  courtesy of Alaina Douglas

   D riving up to the Welcome to L as 
V egas sign is exc iting for anyone who 
has never been before like myself. 
   D riving up to the welcome to L as V e-
gas sign pouring with candles, flowers, 
phot os, balloons and pe opl e standi ng 
around hugging each other and seeing 
the tra c come to halt as visitors slow 
to witness the last memory of the 58 
lives lost Sunda y night dur ing the L as 
V egas massacre is a feeling that car-
ries no words .
  J ust two da ys after this evil act, I had 
the pr ivilege to be able to attend the 
memorial to pa y my respe cts.
   I pe rsonally have never had a feeling 
of such sadne ss walking through the 
line of families, friends  and pa ssersby 
as we say one last good by to each in-
di vidua l cross that bears a phot o of the 

innocent life lost, and a few of their 
pe rsonal belongings. 
   It’ s one thing to see the news and 
be ups et that our country faces another 
tragedy where lives were lost but it’ s 
another thing to look up to your left 
and see the glass blown out of two 
window s the shooter took aim from on 
innocent pe opl e. 
   It’ s another thing to look to your right 
and see the stage where two da ys earli-
er, thousands  of pe opl e stood to enj oy 
the last night of weekend fun now sur-
rounde d by CIA, F BI and V egas P D  as 
they continue to gather thousands  of 
pe rsonal belongings. 
   T he heart-wrenching pa in you feel 
when you look back and see the air-
por t where victims ran to try to es-
cape  what could have been their fate. 

I expe rienced feelings and emotions in 
V egas I don’ t even want to begin to try 
to put  in words  because it j ust won’ t 
do it j ustice. While being in V egas and 
seeing so many strangers come togeth-
er and honor those victims and their 
families, it gave me a sense of hope  
and uni ty. 
   I knew standi ng in front of that V e-
gas sign was exa ctly where I neede d to 
be. �e one thing I took from this was 
it shouldn’t take a tragedy to come to-
gether as one. Being in Vegas two days 
later made me question myself and 
what I’m doing in this world to make it 
better. I only ask that you ask yourself 
this question.

Clubs & Orgs

   With high school basketball season being eleven da ys away, teams are starting to pr epa re. 
Each team has different ways of preparing, but all teams have one goal in mind- -playoffs. 
L eonard High School’ s girl basketball team wants to achieve more success than last year’ s 
season di d. H ow will they pr epa re?  
   L eonard’ s girls’  head coach, Rae Holde n, stated condi tioning will be an impor tant factor 
for the team this year. Conditioning will help the team run the floor and tire their opponents 
out. J essi Bennett, three-year varsity basketball pl ayer, mentioned she will work harde r indi -
vidua lly to pr epa re for the season. Bridge t Watson, also a three-year varsity basketball pl ayer, 
prepares by watching film. Watson stated, “Analyzing my own game film has been a large part 
on my pr epa ration—s eeing my strengths and weaknesses and knowing where and how I can 
impr ove….”  

High Hopes for Leonard Hoops 
By Claudia Ware, Student

Please Recycle �is Paper!

  By Alaina D ouglas, G rayson College Student G overnment Association P resident

  Continued on Page 4

Photo courtesy of Claudia Ware
Bridget Watson, bringing the 
ball up the court against 
Bonham High School

World-Class Pianist Inspires Grayson Musicians 

      
   O n Sept ember 20, 2017, Grayson College M usic D epa rtment hosted an evening with D aniel Hsu, a 2017 V an Cliburn 
Bronze Medalist, presented by the Community Series Texoma Concerts. Hsu captivated the audience with his intensity 
and flair with his dramatic gestures and the amazing speed with which his fingers tickled the ivory and black keys of 
Grayson’ s P etrof grand pi ano. He enthralled both amateur and pr ofessional musicians alike with his selections from 
Schubert, Hamelin, Chopin, Bach/Busoni, and Rachmaninoff.   Continued on Page 2

A Heart-Wrenching Visit 
to Las Vegas 

Grayson College Cultural Diversity Club Holds 
Diwali Celebration
   

   
  Last Tuesday, Grayson College’s Cultural Diversity Club members organized a 
D eepa wali ( also called D iwali)  celebration, a great festival of Hindu, at the V iking 
Room. M any stude nts, as well as faculty members, were pr esent at the celebration. 
Among those were Grayson College P reside nt D r. J eremy M cM illen, P rof. D ana 
Kermanian, P rof. B ernie Gallagher, M r. B rad M cClenny.
   Ambati M . Rao, P rof. of E ngineering and M athematics, had the ide a of celebrat-
ing D eepa wali festival here at Grayson. He wanted to share with Grayson College 
community his culture and t he impor tance of the festival.
   Continued on Page 2

By Sandra Biyo Issombi and Ashik Khulal

  By Chloe Russell and Christine Harding

Photo courtesy of Sandra Biyo
Member speaking at Diwali Celebration

Photo courtesy 
of Chloe 
Russell

Music club 
meets Daniel 
Hsu a�er the 
concert
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Mu Alpha �eta
To be determined
For more information, con-
tact cheekb@grayson.edu

Music Club
Every other Friday
12 - 1 p.m., Band Hall,
Arts & Communications

Phi �eta Kappa
Wednesdays
1:00 - 1:30 p.m. 
Viking Room, Life Center 

Psychology Club
Tuesdays, 12:15 - 12:50 p.m.
CIS 202

Radiology Tech Club
The 15th of every month
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
HS 200

Rotaract
Wednesday, November 8th
3 - 4  p.m.
Viking Room, Life Center

Science Club
1st and 3rd Fridays 
1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
S 106, Science Building

Student Government 
Association
First Mondays, Oct. 2nd
12:15 - 12:45 p.m.
Viking Room, Life Center

Sigma Kappa Delta & 
Writers Unlimited
Every other Thursday
12:20 - 12:50 p.m.
Study Room 3, Library
Sisters of Destiny
Thursdays, 12:15 - 1 p.m.
Conference Room, Life Cen-
ter
Student Ambassadors
Third Mondays, 12 - 1 p.m.
Viking Room, Life Center

Student Veterans 
Assocation (SVA)
1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
Veterans’ Hub (2nd floor of 
Life Center) 12 - 1:00 p.m.

TIPPS (Culinary Arts)
First Thursdays, 3 - 4:00 p.m.
691 Restaurant, Culinary 
Arts

Veteran Nursing 
Student Association
First Mondays, 12 p.m. 
South Campus Skills Lab

Vocational Nursing 
Student Association
First and third Wednesdays, 
12 - 1 p.m. 
Veteran’s Hub, Life Center

Welding Technologies
Association
First and third Tuesdays, 
12 - 1 p.m. CTC Break Room
First and third Tuesdays, 
12 - 1 p.m. South Campus

Please report incorrect
listings to the editor:
Morgan Bryant
MoBryant@vikings.grayson.
edu.
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World-Class Pianist Inspires Grayson Musicians

  Continued from Page 1

   Grayson College Counselor Intern Becki Rathfon, & her colleagues, Kolton Hall & Brittany 
Cole, are offering a counseling grief group to Grayson students.
   If you have been faced with a loss that is resulting in unresolved grief, you may benefit 
from this counseling group. This can include any form of loss, for example, loss due to death, 
divorce, romantic relationship, friendship, illness, loss of job/career, &/or any life changes. 

For any questions pertaining to individual counseling or the grief counseling group, 
please contact Becki Rathfon at rathfonb@grayson.edu or at 903-463-8685. 

Are you grieving a loss of any kind?
Grief Meetings, Grayson Room 

(in Student Life between the cafeteria & book store)
Mondays 4 p.m.- 5 p.m., Fridays 1 p.m.- 2 p.m.

Hsu is a twenty-year-old American 
pianist whose accomplishments also 
include a 2016 Gilmore Young Art-
ist award, first prize of the 2015 CAG 
Victor Elmaleh Competition, and 
bronze medal of the 2015 Hamamatsu 
International Piano Competition.  
   Recent highlights include his Phila-
delphia Orchestra debut in 2016 and 
Carnegie Hall debut in 2017 as part of 
the CAG Winners Series at Weill Re-
cital Hall. 
  In addition to his many ventures, he 
has collaborated with Tokyo Sympho-

ny Orchestra, Symphonia Boca Raton, 
and the Grand Rapids, New Haven, 
Roswell, and Fort Worth Symphony 
Orchestras. He has also toured the 
United States with the Verona String 
Quartet. 
    In international quests, he has built a 
following and performed extensively 
in concerts across Japan.
  Mr. Hsu started his piano studies 
when he was six years old and made 
his concerto debut with the Fremont 
Symphony Orchestra when he was 
eight years old.  His recital debut was 

performed at the Steinway Society of 
the Bay area at age nine, and he was 
accepted into Curtis at age ten.
   Prior to the performance, which was 
open to the public as well as to stu-
dents and faculty, the Culinary Arts 
division offered hors d’oeuvres to the 
arriving guests, which were hailed “a 
delicious and elegant touch” by many.  

Circle Mirror Transformation: Smallest Most Important 

I’ll be honest: I struggled a bit to ap-
proach the performance of Circle Mir-
ror Transformation held in Grayson 
College’s Black Box last month. The 
facts first, then. The play is about an 
acting class in Vermont. The charac-
ters perform numerous acting exercis-
es, which lend insight into who they 
are and what they feel. They spend 
six weeks learning to be what they 
are not: A tree. A baseball glove. Each 
other. Confident, or happy.
   The play is small in scope, but it 
wants us to share the significance of 
its insignificances, to understand that a 
life is five or six large events and innu-
merable small ones. A romance blos-
soms and a marriage dies. The instruc-
tor tries to collect course fees from a 
student’s perpetually absent mother. 
In between it all, somebody mimes a 
tree. 
   It is in how they mime it, however, 
that most of the drama is found. We 
are invited to see our characters as be-
ings instead of actors, to understand 
existences instead of events.
   Because of this, Circle Mirror Trans-

formation could only ever work as a 
play. In a stage production, and espe-
cially in the extremely intimate Black 
Box setting, the audience is a part of 
the proceedings. 
   With no screen to separate us from 
our subjects, we are bystanders rather 
than observers. If a character cries, we 
are the awkward friend who doesn’t 
know how to comfort them. If two 
fight, we are the child who wishes they 
wouldn’t. And if they love, well…
   Because such a minimal story rides 
on their performance, the actors car-
ried the weight of the production.    
   Each had their moment to shine, 

and the group I was with spent awhile 
discussing whose performance we en-
joyed most. Personally, I found Derek 
Logan’s Schulz a convincing portrayal 
of depression and love and identified 
somewhat with the above-it-all inse-
curity of Rachel Tyler Masters’ Lau-
ren.
   Ultimately, I found Circle Mirror 
Transformation’s oblique approach to 
plot and drama challenging but worth-
while. While this production is long 
since ended, I urge the reader to make 
time for the theater department’s next 
show, The Spitfire Grill, between No-
vember 17-19. 

  By Chloe Russell and Christine Hard-

What is Diwali?

  Deepawali, Diwali, or Tihar is a 
great Hindu festival that is celebrat-
ed in October each year. For many 
Indians, this five-day festival honors 
Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth but 
also Ganesh, the god of education, 
knowledge, wisdom and wealth. 
Lakshmi is glorified during the Pan-
chayatana puja. In western society, it 
is also known as “festival of lights.” 
The first day of the festival is called 
Kaag Tihar. Crows and ravens are worshiped by offering them sweets and dishes, which are placed on the roofs of houses. 
   The second day is called Kukur Tihar (worship of the dogs). It is also called the Khicha Puja by the Newars. Dogs, 
which are considered to be messengers of Lord Yamaraj, the god of Death, are worshiped each year on this day.  The third 
day is the most important of all and is called Laxmi Puja. On this day, people worship cows. In Hinduism, a cow signifies 
prosperity and wealth. In ancient times, people benefited a lot from cows. 
   The fourth day of Tihar is considered as Goru Tihar or Goru Puja (worship of the oxen), depending on the people’s 
cultural background. The fifth and last day of Diwali is called Bhai Tika and is observed by sisters applying tika to the 
foreheads of their brothers to ensure long life and thanking them for the protection they provide. Sisters make a unique 
garland for their brothers from a flower that wilts only after a couple of months, symbolizing the sister’s prayer for her 
brother’s long life. 
   The celebrations began at 6 p.m. and there was plenty learn about Diwali. We enjoyed a variety of Indian dishes after 
watching a presentation about the holiday. Everybody showed great interest about the program and good vibes were all 
around. It was a fun, entertaining, and educational way to learn about Hindu culture.

 Grayson College Cultural Diversity Club Holds 
Diwali Celebration
By Sandra Biyo Issombi and Ashik Khulal

English Word of the Month:
 Preta (n) [Prey-tah]
  De�nition: 
  A wandering, hungry or dis-  
  turbed spirit or ghost

German Word of the Month:
 Misslingen (v) [Miss-ling-en]
 De�nition: 
 To fail or end without success

French Word of the Month:
 Borgne (n) [Boor-nya]
 De�nition: 
 A one eyed person

Photo courtesy of Sandra Biyo. Cultural Diversity Club at Diwali Celebration

 Fine

By Zachary Pletan, Staff Writer

  Continued from Page 1

Photo courtesy of Zachary Pletan. 
(L-R) Writers Unlimited members Melissa Hively, Abigail McGinn, Derek Logan (Schultz), 
Rachel Tyler Masters (Lauren), Marlea Trevino, Zachary Pletan
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How to Celebrate the “State Champ” Way

Disclaimer
Editorial Information: 
  Writers U nlimited  and  Sigma Kap p a 
D elta p ublish T he V iking as an ongoing 
service p roj ect to the college.  
   All students, faculty and staff at GC can 
p articip ate in p rod ucing The Viking.  T his 
newsp ap er is a forum for p ublic op inion, 
and  views ex p ressed  in The Viking d o not 
necessarily reflect the policy of Sigma 
Kap p a D elta, the Board  of T rustees, the 
administration, or the faculty and staff at 
GC. 
   Submit material for p ublication through 
email to Morgan Bryant at MoBry-
ant@vikings.grayson.edu.

    
   Homecoming in Texas is a big deal, but in Gunter, Texas, homecoming is 
like football Christmas. Between the student body dress-up days, tailgate, pep 
rally, parade, and the football game, homecoming in Gunter is a week-long 
celebration.  
   Every year there is a homecoming theme picked by our fan club; this year the 
theme was “Small Town Under the Big Lights.” When it was �rst announced 
that this was the theme, people were a little confused. Most of the time the 
theme is something easy such as “Hawaiian“ or “USA,” so this theme was very 
di�erent. �e o�ensive coach for the Gunter Tigers, Coach Randy Miller, said 
it best when he explained that this homecoming theme �ts our community 
perfectly. Miller said that this was a great theme “because as we grow [as a 
community], we still can keep our small-town feel,” and that’s what this year’s 
homecoming was all about.
   As many community members are aware, last December, the Gunter Tiger 
football team won the football state championship. It was huge for the town 
because it was the �rst state championship title Gunter has ever received, and 
because of this great achievement, the town has garnered a lot of publicity. 
Fans now have to get to the games hours early to even get a seat in the stands 
and many schools are bringing in extra sets of stands for our fans because 
games are bringing in a record number of people. Even though the town is all 
over the news and media, though we still can manage to keep our small town 
feel, which was what this year’s homecoming was all about. 
   Ethan Everson, a new student and football player from the 5A town Prosper   
about 15 minutes away, explained how Gunter’s and Prosper’s homecomings 
di�er. He said that in Gunter, the homecomings are more personal and more 
special. He said, “It’s better because the small town brings back more gradu-
ates because of the connections, rather than a big high school like Prosper.”
   Because we have all of these close connections, during homecoming week 
we do activities a lot of bigger schools aren’t able to do such as the tailgate and 
the parade. Every homecoming Wednesday is tailgate. During the tailgate, 
all of our small-town businesses open up booths �lled with free food behind 
our football stadium, and in between eating there’s games, activities and a pep 
rally that goes on as well. During this pep rally, the cheerleaders and band get 
everyone excited for what’s coming the rest of the week. Even the elementary 
school students and alumni will perform in this pep rally. �is pep rally is 
huge because unlike all of the other pep rallies during the season, the whole 
entire community gets involved. And although this may already seem like a 
lot, the week is only getting started. 
   Friday is the biggest day of all. �is is whenever we have our homecoming 
parade and game. Everyone comes to school that day not even thinking about 
school but what this exciting day holds. Everyone is then released early from 
school to go line the highway for the homecoming parade. All of the school’s 
sports and organizations make a �oat representing their program to ride in 
during the parade. 
    �e parade kicks o� with the band, which walks the entire parade play-
ing music, followed by the homecoming court, superintendent, football team, 
and then all the rest of the organizations. Anyone who ever plans on attend-

ing a Gunter homecoming parade will want to bring a huge bag to �ll up with 
candy since everyone in the parade always brings a bag of candy to throw out, 
and there ends up being tons candy everywhere. 
   And if you thought that was all happening that day, we also have a vol-
leyball game that a�ernoon as well. Even though football may be the main 
focus of the week, people still get excited to see their Lady Tigers come out 
and dominate. Halle Ward, a junior on the volleyball team, explained how the 
excitement of homecoming carries over to volleyball. She explained, “Every-
one comes into the gym a�er the parade and before the football game, excited 
to watch us win.” She also said, “�e excitement de�nitely carries over to the 
court ‘cause everyone is in the stands cheering us on, well more than usual.” 
A�er the volleyball game everyone packs up and moves over to Tiger stadium 
for the football game. 
   Before the football game starts, we have the senior homecoming court coro-
nation, when the ten chosen senior homecoming court nominees walk out 
with their parents on the football �eld, and a king and queen are announced. 
�is is special not only to the parents of the nominee but also the student be-
cause while they walk out, a biography is read about them and they can re�ect 
on the last four years of high school. 
   A�er a king and queen are announced the homecoming game o�cially 
begins. For our Gunter Tigers, beating any team in our district is a breeze, 
but playing in a homecoming game is special. Everson said it’s special be-
cause “the past graduates come and see how we are doing” and “we get to 
show them how we are continuing to grow and get better and better.” �e 
next night, we have our homecoming dance, where everyone in the school 
gets dressed up and gets to come to the decorated school and dance. A�er 
the dance, the homecoming week is o�cially over. Even though it is over, the 
memories made will last forever.    

    While it is obvious to students at Leonard High School that Hurri-
cane Harvey has been causing a lot of turmoil on the coast of Texas, 
it is not as obvious to them that students of their very own high 
school are su�ering from the repercussions of this hurricane. 
   Diamond Farr, a junior at Leonard High School, experienced the 
hurricane �rsthand. Farr lived in Leonard for a short while before 
moving to Houston in 2015, but a�er Harvey �ooded her front 
doors, she was forced to move back. Farr explained that the water 
was up to her shoulders before a helicopter used a large net to rescue 
her and her family from the roof of their house. “I thought I was 
going to die…at one point, my aunt was carried 3 miles away and 
ended up in the woods,” she stated. �e current carried Farr’s car 
away: “One moment we were on the ground, and the next thing I 
know, we’re being carried away, and we didn’t know what was hap-
pening,” Farr recalled. 
   All of her family’s belongings, including the 5 acres of land they 
owned, were ruined. Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) inspected her house and concluded there was over $50,000 
of damage. Farr stayed in a shelter with other Houston residents be-
fore moving back to Leonard last month. She does not know when 
she will be able to go home to Houston. 
   Even though many students at LISD can’t say they were in the mid-
dle of the chaos of it all, there are a few who got a small taste of the 
damage this hurricane caused. Austin Lewis, another Leonard resi-
dent and Leonard High School student, had grandparents a�ected 
by the hurricane. His grandmother and her boyfriend experienced 
minor �ooding in their home from the San Jacinto River. “We were 
really worried about them until we were informed that there was 
little damage and that they were safe…they lined the baseboards of 
their house with towels and ended up having to get their �oors �xed, 
but that was it,” Lewis explained. 
   Lewis also said that Leonard residents feared a gasoline crisis short-
ly a�er the hurricane hit Houston. North Texas gets a lot of their gas 
re�ned in Houston, so residents were worried that they were going 

to run out of fuel for their cars and farm equipment. “My cousins in 
Utopia were scared, so they got gallon gas cans and �lled them up,” 
Lewis elaborated. 
   Both Farr and Lewis saw many people help to �x the repercus-
sions of Hurricane Harvey. Farr was able to stay in a shelter on the 
outskirts of Houston run by people who volunteered by handing out 
food and clothes. Lewis saw many people getting boats and head-
ing down to Houston to rescue people from their homes. “We [his 
family] really wanted to get our boat and help those in need, but we 
couldn’t go because my sister and I had school … I was able to help 
by donating money here up at the school,” said Lewis.  
   Along with residents from all across the US, the Red Cross played 
a vital role in aiding those in need. Peyton Je�ers, an Oklahoma State 
University college student who decided to go to Houston spontane-
ously and help with one of his friends, was a volunteer for this orga-
nization. He and his friend weren’t Red Cross certi�ed, so they were 
required to attend an orientation that split them up into groups. Jef-
fers explained that the �rst day, he helped pass out water, food, and 
clothing until two in the morning. �e second day there, he and his 
friend worked at an animal shelter. “It was really sad seeing all that 
the hurricane had done,” Je�ers stated. “…I was glad to help in any 
way that I could.” 
   Lewis, Je�ers, and Farr agree that the best way to protect people 
from natural catastrophes like this one is to react to the warnings as 
soon as possible. “When you hear the �rst evacuation warning, you 
think everything is going to be �ne, but when you realize it isn’t and 
you wanna leave, it’s almost too late, “ Farr said. She continued, “I 
would tell people that they need to leave AS SOON as they hear the 
evacuation warning.” Je�ers believes the higher authorities should 
make mandatory evacuations to help protect people. Even though 
we can’t prevent events like Hurricane Harvey from happening, we 
in our small Texoma communities can prevent the amount of suf-
fering. It’s as simple as donating money or hopping in the car with a 
friend to help those in need. 

Hurricane Harvey Affected More Than Just 
Houston

By Lex ie Lenderman, Student

Photo courtesy of Lexie Lenderman. 
�e Gunter Tiger football team during the National Anthem at Homecoming

Bring your own cup to 
coffee shops--it’s 

cheaper and 
environmentally

 responsible.

Go Green-- 
Bring Your Own Cups!
   To-go coffee cups are a nice convenience  
however, they p ose many p roblems when it 
comes to the environment.  T he cup -p ortion 
of a to-go coffee cup is NON-RECYCLA-
BLE because it is made up of tightly bond-
ed  p ap er and  p lastic.  T his makes them non-
biodegradable, and your coffee cup will 
outlive you ten times in a landfill. 
    M any p eop le d o not know these cup s are 
non-recyclable and  p lace them in recycling 
bins  this can render an entire bag of recy-
clable materials unrecyclable.  
   The good news is, most coffee shops actu-
ally give you a d iscount for bringing your 
own cup .  

Recycle

Recycle

Land�ll

  By K elcie Simmons, Student
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   With wanting to build a strong team this year, L eonard has adde d Cramer J ohnson, pr evious 
head coach at Detroit High School, to the coaching staff. With a new school comes different 
ways to prepare an athlete for a sport. Johnson stated, “…Kids at Leonard  are more dedi-
cated than at his previous school , willing to work, and it shows in the results.” Even though 
Leonard prepares for a season differently, Johnson had a head start. Johnson mentioned he re-
ally only knew the offenses that Leonard would be using for this year. Holden mentioned that 
with J ohnson’ s being a head coach last year at his p revious school, he will be able to give the 
team new ideas for Leonard’s offense. 
 Leonard’s girls’ basketball team is made up of seniors and juniors, so this team will 
have more experience than other teams in the district. Watson stated, “It should really give us 
an edge over the competition.” Most teams in the district have younger players on their team 
who have to learn what is expected of them in games or practices. Bennett stated that with 
many of the teams in our di strict having younger pl ayers that the team will not be as expe ri-
enced as our Leonard team. 
 The younger girls in the program will keep the practice competitive. Watson said the 

younger girls 
are talented and will benefit to our practices
and games. Some players will need time to adjust 
to the faster-paced game, though. Bennett said, “I think 
the underclassmen will have a really good JV Junior Varsity  team and get playing time, which is what they 
need.” Districts having a group of younger girls can help the program in the future,  because they will under-
stand how playing at an advanced level works.
 With this being many seniors’ last basketball season, they want to do better than last year’s season. Start-
ing that season off strong, Leonard faced some di culties half way through the season. Bennett ended up 
getting mononucleosis and another player, Danielle Koch, hurt her leg. With two starters being out for most 
of the season, others had to step up and take charge. Both Bennett and Koch were back to playing by the time 
playoffs came. Leonard ended up playing Ponder for the Bi-District game. Unfortunately, the result was Pon-
der winning the game by three.  
Not wanting to repeat last year’s season, there could be some added pressure to do better this year. Bennett 
stated, “This is our last chance as seniors  to win a playoff game…so I think it is normal to have some added 

stress about the season, but I believe it the season  will be good.” Watson also feels stress: “I do feel more 
pressure this year because I want to go out with a bang’, and I’d feel awful if I had less success this year than  
in previous years.” Both are determined to make their last basketball season the best. 

High Hopes for Leonard Hoops 
By Claudia Ware, Student

Perkins Scholarship & Grants
Focus Group
Meet Individually Or In Group
Date: Group Meets Every Wednesday
Time: Between 2: 0p.m.  :15p.m.
Location: Grayson College, Health Science Builing, Conference Room Health Sci-
ence Administrative O ces
*PLEASE CONTACT BECKI RATHFON AT RATHFONB GRAYSON.EDU TO SCHEDULE AN INDIVIDUAL MEETING IF YOU ARE 
NOT ABLE TO MAKE GROUP MEETINGS ON WEDNESDAYS AT 2: 0 p.m.- :15 p.m.

A re you a female & pursuing (or once pursued) your education in any of the following:  

 Viticulture/Enology          Computer Science/Information
 Drafting               Heating & Air
 Computer Maintenance             Criminal Justice
 Electrician (South Campus)        Basic Megatronics
 Auto Body               Welding
 Business                Selected Cosmetology Programs
 Selected Culinary Arts Programs

A re you a male & pursuing (or once pursued) your education in any of the following:  

 Child Development    Dental Assisting
 O ce & Computer Programs            Medical Lab Technology
 Registered Nursing    Vocational Nursing
 Accounting     Business
 Selected Cosmetology Programs  Selected Culinary Arts Programs

The Perkins Scholarship provides funds for qualifying students whose gender is not traditional for their chosen ca-
reer path, as well as providing eligible students with services, including travel assistance and childcare assistance. 
The staff at Grayson College strive to meet the needs of our students. Please contact Becki to see how you can help 
continue the scholarship and offer feedback to help better meet the needs of alike students.

FO R MO RE  I N FO RMA T I O N  C O N T A C T :  BE C K I  RA T H FO N  @ 903-361-7950

Perkins Scholarship & Grants

Meet Individually Or In Group
Date: Group Meets Every Wednesday
Time: Between 2: 0p.m.  :15p.m.
Location: Grayson College, Health Science Builing, Conference Room Health SciLocation: Grayson College, Health Science Builing, Conference Room Health Sci-
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Photo courtesy of Claudia Ware
Jessi Bennett,  handling the ball against Commerce opponent

Photo courtesy of Claudia Ware
Leonard Girls Basketball Team during the 
playo� game against Ponder.

Nursing Students Play Dead
All photos courtesy of Mika P ierce

�e vocational nursing students assisted with Emergency Preparedness at Baylor Sherman on October 18, 2017. �e students 
got to “play” the patients in an emergency bus accident. �e students were treated in Baylor Services and through Hazmat Ser-

vices.
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Grayson Veterans Host Local Job Fair 
   T he 2 0 1 7  T ex oma V eteran Resources E X P O / J ob F air hosted  by the Gray-
son College Veteran Services O ce (VSO) and the Texas Veterans Commis-
sion was held  on T uesd ay, Sep tember 2 6 , in the college gymnasium.  T his 
year’ s all-d ay event was moved  from the Stud ent L ife Center to the gymna-
sium to accommod ate more 
ex hibitors and  guests.  
  As a result, the E X P O  
d rew six ty-two ex hibitors 
who p rovid ed  a wid e array 
and  assortment of veteran 
p rod ucts, services and  re-
sources for veterans, their 
families and  d ep end ents.  
F rom service d ogs and  
equine therap y to housing 
assistance and  med ical ser-
vices, the 2 6 9  attend ees had  
access to a host of essential 
and  critical service 
p rovid ers.
  V eterans and  guests had  the op p ortunity to have face-to-face and  one-on-
one discussions with experts in numerous fields of interest. This year a very 
sp ecial ex hibit was also on d isp lay:  the Afghan-Iraq M emorial Wall for T ex -
as that d isp lays p ictures of over 6 0 0  military p ersonnel from T ex as who have 

paid the ultimate sacrifice in the War on Terror. This somber exhibit travels 
throughout the state to honor those fallen heroes and  to insure that their sac-
rifices were not in vain. Additionally, an assortment of vintage military vehi-
cles from the Red River Military Vehicles Preservation Association (MVPA) 
were on d isp lay outsid e the main entrance 
and  welcomed  all ex hibitors and  guests 
up on their arrival.
   E arly arrivals at the E X P O  were treat-
ed  to a sp ecial op ening ceremony that 
includ ed  bagp ip es and  d rums, military 
hymnals, the N ational Anthem by vocalist 
Ad am Cernero and  a keynote welcome by 
Ad miral William “ Bill”  Retz , U . S.  N avy, 
Ret.  Hosting the annual E X P O / J ob F air is 
Grayson College’ s and  the T ex as V eterans 
Commission’ s way of bringing numerous 
veteran service p rovid ers together at one 
convenient location in order to benefit 
all of the veterans in our community
and  surround ing area.  T he E X P O / J ob 
F air was aid ed  greatly by the College Stu-
dent Veterans Association (SVA).  Members not only played an active and 
critical role in the day’s activities but benefited from networking with the 
various veteran service p rovid ers/ ex hibitors as well.  

Something’s Cooking at The Spitfire Grill

    
  
   In the year 2 0 1 3 , concussion rates in high school football were at an all-
time high.  F ootball-related  concussions have now almost been cut in half 
d ue to new rules being enforced  by the U IL , rules that limit the amount of 
full-contact p ractices and  regulate the way that concussions are d iagnosed  
and  treated  within high school football.  T he results of these rules greatly 
and  continuously red uced  the amount of concussions, but how d id  these 
rules affect local high school football teams? 
   In 2 0 1 4 , the U IL  required  that the amount of full-contact football p rac-
tices be limited  to 6 0  minutes a week after the second  week of p ractice, 
so coaches had  to ad ap t their p ractice p lans to abid e by these regulations.  
Head  F ootball Coach and  Athletic D irector for Bonham High School T ony 
J ohnson says that he has had  no p roblem changing his p ractice sched ule and  
even altering his players’ tackling form to fit and carry out the new rules. In 
turn, Warrior Football has seen “... a significantly less number of concus-
sions… ”  than other football teams, as comp ared  by Bonham ISD ’ s Head  
Athletic T rainer, Brianne V incent.   
   Regard less of how few concussions the team ex p eriences, full-contact 
sp orts such as football, are very p rone to head  inj uries.  T herefore, the U IL ’ s 
new regulations d id  not stop  at p revention of concussions but also carried  
over into the treatment of them.  T hese rules includ e that an athlete with the 
symp toms of a concussion is not allowed  to return to p ractice within the 
same day, due to the fact that symptoms of head injuries differ between ath-
letes.  Regard ing this rule ad ap tation, V incent comments, “ M y initial step  is 
to monitor the athlete overnight.  I always tell my athletes to only go to the 
emergency department if 1) their symptoms all of a sudden get worse and 
2) if their symptoms get better, then get worse.” Vincent then explains that 
the rule change did not have much of an effect on her personal immediate 
course of action since these rules were alread y the step s that she was taught 
to take and  used  p reviously.  
   Concussion symp toms are not taken lightly within the Warrior F ootball 
program. These head injuries are never just a headache to the coaching staff 
in Bonham.  T he board  of coaches is very in tune with the new p recautions 
and  treatments to concussions.  “ . . . T he training of the trainers and  coaches 
has imp roved .  We have way more information than we used  to.  I p ersonally 
having had  both my sons p lay this game, take it very seriously if there are 
concussion symp toms,”  states J ohnson.
   E ven after these symp toms are recogniz ed , the new p rotocol regard ing 
concussions is carried  out thoroughly.  “ I clear an athlete to p lay once they 
have comp leted  a 5 -step  return-to-p lay p rotocol.  T he p rotocol cannot be 
started  until the athlete has been symp tom free for 2 4  hours and  has to re-
main symp tom free throughout the p rotocol,”  comments V incent.  T he fol-

lowing are the 5 -step s within the 5  step  p rotocol:  

1 .  N o activity- Comp lete p hysical and  cognitive rest until med ical clearance
2 .  L ight aerobic ex ercise- Walking, swimming, or stationary ex ercise,
. Sport-specific exercise- Running drills with NO head impact, 

4 .  N on-contact training- comp lex  training d rills and  resistance training with    
    none-to-minimal contact  
5 .  F ull-contact p ractice- If still symp tom free then return to normal training 
    activities.  
   After each of these step s, the inj ured  athletes is monitored  for returning 
concussion symp toms and  must stay symp tom free for 2 4  hours, states V in-
cent.   Accord ing to BHS Senior Austin Ballard , who has had  2  concussions 
in his high school football career, treatment and  ad vice for a concussion 
besid es the 5 -step  p rotocol includ e:  not looking at electronic d evices, wear-
ing sunglasses as much as possible, taking Advil and fish oil, staying inside 
and  out of d irect sunlight as much as p ossible, and  lots of rest.  
   Warrior F ootball has ad ap ted  to comp ly with the rules and  ensure the 
wellbeing of their ath-
letes through their high 
school career.  It is un-
likely that they will 
ever see a comp lete 
absence of concussions 
within their team, but 
will likely continue 
to see a d ecline in the 
number of concussions 
with the coaches and  
athletic trainers relent-
lessly work to make 
their p rogram safer.   
    Concussions are more 
than j ust a head ache or 
a d iz z y-sp ell;  the brain 
actually tend s to slow 
d own and  avoid  work 
after a TBI (traumatic 
brain injury), making 
reaction times slower 
and  further inj ury more 
common.

    Say what you want, say what you will about the Grayson College 
T heatre D epa rtment, but it is going to come alive this year. E very other 
year, the Grayson T heatre D epa rtment selects a musical to be pe rformed 
du ring the fall semester as well as a “ straight pl ay,”  which only contains 
lines, that is also pe rformed around the same time. With this semester’ s 
straight pl ay Circle Mirror Transformation by Annie Baker coming to an 
end, the Grayson College T heatre D epa rtment will soon close that door  
and ope n another one as they begin pr epa ring for a very rustic-feeling and 
compe lling musical known as he S it re rill, based on the film by Lee 
David lotoff.
    he S it re rill follows a girl named  P ercy T albott who has a pa ssion 
to follow her dreams once she is released from a five-year prison sentence 
due to her shady past. Percy soon finds herself working at the local res-
taurant in Gilead, Wisconsin called he S it re rill. T he family-friendl y 
restaurant is owned and operated by a tough-skinned and flinty old wom-
an named Hannah F erguson, who is actually looking to sell the old eatery. 
Through months of hard work, Percy finds herself in a very di cult situ-
ation and tries to do whatever it takes to stay true to her dr eams that she 
so de spe rately wants to become a reality. 
   T o bring this intense story to life, a compa ny must use a combination 
of technical elements such as makeup, lights, sound, and scenic de signs, 
as well as strong di rection from the pr oduc tion di rector and energy and 
pa ssion from the actors who are involved i n the show.
    Alison T rapp, the di rector of he S it re rill and the theatre de -
pa rtment di rector here at Grayson College for the pa st two years, goes 
through a very pa rticular pr ocess when selecting shows for a theatrical 
season. “ When I’ m pi cking shows for a season, I look for shows that have 
ed ucational qualities and an oppor tunity that pr ovide s the stude nts with 
challenges them to learn as young actors”  T rapp said. Since the de pa rt-
ment is small, T rapp thought that he S it re rill would be pe rfect to 
match the de pa rtment numbers.

   T he lead role of P ercy T albott will be por trayed by M ary Stulsas, a 
sophom ore theatre maj or here at Grayson College. Stulsas has related to 
the character on a pe rsonal level while going through her pr epa rations 
to becoming the feisty country woman. “ P ercy is a very strong woman 
although she has done  some horrible things in her life. She thinks that 
she has overcome herself and starts to release her insecurities and really 
de velops  as a woman and starts to believe in herself,”  Stulsas stated. T he 
young actress feels close to the character because she herself believes that 
she is letting her insecurities get the best of her j ust like P ercy T albott is. 
She is really exc ited  to get this show up and running to tell an amaz ing 
story. 
   L uca D enton, also a sophom ore theatre maj or here at Grayson College, 
has taken on the role of both actor and technician and finds fun in both. 
The make-up side of being a technician is what she finds most exciting 
because she likes to pi cture and then create the way a character looks. 
“ F irst, de signing the makeup for a show takes a lot of script  readi ng. Y ou 
have to really read the script  and know the de tails of each character,”  
D enton said. P ercy is young, accordi ng to the script , but pr ison has really 
“ harde ned”  her, so she would pos sibly have a little aging. A lot of time 
goes in to de signing how each character looks. 
   N ow that he’ s back in town, F abian Garcia recently became Gray-
son College’ s new T echnical D irector in the T heatre D epa rtment and has 
been working hard to get this show de signed and on its way to being pe r-
formed. Garcia was once a Grayson T heatre maj or. After Grayson, Garcia 
went to the U niversity of V irginia to earn his masters in T heatre Arts. N ot 
only di d he go and earn his masters at a very pr estigious university, Gar-
cia also pa rticipa tes in a troup e in V irginia that doe s about 3 shows dur ing 
the Summer pe riod.

  By Calvin Russell, Student

Brain Scan- epsa-online.org

Hard Hits in High School Football: Reform
for Safety
  By a annt, Student

  By Tommy Ellis, P roj ect Coordinator, Center of Ex cellence for Veteran Student Success

Photo courtesy of Tommy Ellis
(L-R), Travis Usery, Amber Rogers, Brittany Schmidt

Photo courtesy of Tommy Ellis
Adm. William Retz, U. S. Navy, Ret. 
speaks to the exhibitors
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      “ I love color,”  Garcia pr oclaimed. “ I want to use it in the lighting, 
but set wise, I want to use muted colors so that the set would contrast the 
lighting. Also we want to do a corner set, which means we are going to 
have to put  the audi ence on the  South and E ast side  or on the N orth and 
E ast side .”  With the set in pl ace Garcia also wants to surround the audi -
ence with an outside  de sign and create de constructed buildi ngs so that 
the audi ence can have the feeling of being outside  while some scenes are 
taking pl ace inside .
 T he Grayson T heatre D epa rtment has been around for over 20 
years and has pe rformed  well over 50 shows dur ing that time. T his year 
is different from all the others because the new team of directors, Alison 
T rapp and F abian Garcia, want to make sure that this would be a year to 
remember by bringing changes to the de pa rtment. “ S it re is spe cial to 
me because it’s going to be the first musical I’ve directed here at Grayson 
due  to the fact that we do a musical every other year with a Shakespe are 
show in between,”  T rapp pr oclaimed. 
 Stulsas also has faith that this musical is going to be one to remem-
ber. “ It’ s a Black Box musical, and the cast is small which makes it more 
intimate,”  Stulsas said.
 For most people in The Grayson Theatre department, it’s their first 
musical here at Grayson, but it’s not the first for Garcia. “My first musical 
pe rformed here was All Shook U p which was a mainstage show because it 
was a larger cast, and we had more theatre maj ors,”  Garcia stated. “ Back 
when I was a stude nt here, we would also pe rform smaller shows to give 
stude nts more oppor tunities to learn how to di rect, act, and de sign since 
we had  a larger pr ogram. But since the number of stud ents and the faculty 
has both changed, w e feel like the seasons should c hange too.”
Garcia and T rapp both want to change the de pa rtment by reaching out to 
the community more by put ting on a show that pe opl e can relate to. “ We 
feel like this show is going to reach out to the community because it tells a 
great story of rede mpt ion, and a lot of pe opl e would know the show, con-
side ring it was also a movie,”  said Garcia. N ow is a time for change with 
the Grayson T heatre D epa rtment. 
T he show is set to ope n its door s in the Arts and Communication Build -
ing on F rida y, N ovember 17t h at 7: 30 p.m . with another pe rformance on 
Saturday, November 1 th at 7: 0 p.m. and will close after the final per-
formance on Sunda y N ovember 19t h at 2: 00 p.m . Adm ission for the show 
is free and  ope n to anyone on campus  and in the community. Both the 
cast and the crew of the show highly encourage you to come to Gilead, 
Wisconsin and watch as a feisty pa rolee,  fresh out of pr ison, follows her 
dr eams to start a new life in a spe cial small-town community surrounde d 
by loving pe opl e.

    
   Almost the entire le� side of Mary 
Karam’s “MK Gallery” in downtown 
Denison is taken over by brightly colored 
cats, birds, and “diablos.”  �ese playfully 
rendered creatures are part of Grayson ad-
junct professor Jesse Reinhard’s art world, 
currently on display.  
Karam is drawn to Reinhard’s humor 
and detail.  “He’s fastidious about what 
he draws,” she enthuses.  He extends his 
works by painting the frames as well to 
complement the works, a practice he be-
gan when he worked in a frame shop in 
New Mexico.
   Most of the displayed work Reinhard  

painted dur-
ing the last 
six months.
 As is o�en
the case for 
artists, many of his pieces have a personal con-
nection. 
   Reinhard attended Howe High School, where 
his father was the science teacher whom all stu-
dents, including Reinhard, had to take.  “You’re 
Going to Howe” represents his teenage reaction 
to this interesting situation.  He painted “Cat 
Heaven (Part 2)” using glazing and varnish right 
a�er he lost a cat when he moved to Texas from 
New Mexico.  �is piece was originally shown 
at Grayson’s Second Floor Gallery.  He always 

has had cats around his studio, so they’ve naturally migrated into his work.
�e colorful “Ava’s Owls” Reinhard painted when his wife was pregnant with 
his �rst child, a daughter, when he lived in New Mexico.  �e painting means 
a great deal to him because he remembers so sharply the special time of his 
life the work represents.  In composing the piece, he drew it �rst, outlined it 
in black, then rotated it to add the bright colors.
   Local environs in�uence Reinhard’s topic choices as well.  “Last Remaining 

Light” depicts a single goose surrounded by neutral shades and was inspired 
by Reinhard’s tranquil hikes through Hagerman National Wildlife Refuge in 
Grayson County.  
   Reinhard began his art career in Den-
ison while attending Grayson College 
in 1997. For many years to follow, Re-
inhard participated in art exhibitions 
in several of the di�erent art galleries 
on Main Street in Denison. In 2004, 
he moved to New Mexico, where he 
went on to
 earn a Master of Fine Arts in Print-
making from New Mexico State Uni-
versity. 
   Reinhard worked for over a decade 
as a studio artist and college instruc-
tor in New Mexico before moving
back to Grayson County in 2016. 
   He currently teaches Painting and Art 
Appreciation classes at Grayson College alongside Grayson Professor Steve 
Black, who was Reinhard’s teacher years ago. 
As a teacher, Reinhard feels that seeing his students work with color in�u-
ences his own color pallet, and his students’ energy inspires him.  “I have 
motivated students who work very hard,” he re�ects. He tries to teach his stu-
dents to get good with the supplies they have at hand—acrylic paint and basic 

small paint brushes--so they don’t 
have to spend a lot of money on 
expensive materials.  His advice to 
his students is always “hard work 
and practice.”  He’s thankful for the 
good professors he’s had and al-
ways listened to their suggestions.  
Reinhard’s exhibit continues 
through December 16 at the MK 
Gallery at 404 West Main Street in 
Denison, Wednesday-Friday, 1-5 
p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Student Becomes the Teacher: Jesse 
Reinhard Returns

   O n F rida y night, O ctober 20t h, the Grayson Writers U nlimited/ Sigma 
Kappa  D elta club, our spons ors, and I made  our way dow n to D allas 
to the Heroes L ounge ( 7402 Greenville) , which hosts the D allas P oetry 
Slam every F rida y night. T he lounge itself is a relaxe d  pl ace with heavy 
Caribbean culture. Walking in the di m light of the lounge found me 
dr awn to the lighted- up s pot s to take a seat. 
   For the first thirty minutes of the session, the DJ and host, Rage Al-
mighty, worked to pl ay the audi ence into a hype d vibe. Slowly more 
people poured in and filled more seats. The staff, warm and friendly, 
made sure everyone was comfortable and was enjoying a creative Ja-
maican cocktail or authentic island cuisine.  Then the music cut, Rage 
started to spi n a poe m, and everyone quieted dow n. With that, the poe try 
session began.
    I can do no j ustice in de scribing each poe t’ s work. E ach pa rticipa nt 
brought their heart and energy as they took their turn at the mic, from a 
young woman spe aking about de pr ession to her mother to how our soci-
ety’ s best cash crop is childr en. A poe t seated next  to our table hoppe d up 
on stage and surpr ised everyone with an amaz ing pi ece in which every 
word began with a “ p.”   T he respons ive audi ence “ snappe d”  and shouted 
encouragement dur ing all the pe rformances.  
    T he “ feature”  was a poe t named Will Gibson, a returning attraction 
from Humboldt  County, California. His set was strong, a lot of his work 
comedi c in nature, all in a way to cover the intensity of his works, some 
of which spoke  of the loneliness an artist faces and the misunde rstandi ng 
of mental illness. E ach pi ece of his set was on poi nt and i nspi ring.
     At the end of Gibson’ s set began the set up for the actual poe try 
slam. Audi ence members were chosen at random  to be j udge s, includi ng 
our own club member, Ellie Worthy. The first young man to speak was 
the “sacrificial lamb,” who wasn’t actually competing but simply giving 
the j udge s an oppor tunity to pr actice scoring. He was good, though. His 
poem about not fitting into an expected mold was heart wrenching. 
After Gibson, the real contest began. After two rounds  and six poe ts, the 
winner of the slam was a woman named Melania Luisa, a member of the 
D allas P oetry Slam 2017 team who ranks 5t h in the nation.  Her poe ms 
were pa ssionately de livered  and focused on maintaining the uppe r hand 
in love and da ting.  Several other contestants’  poe ms de scribed what it’ s 
like to be a “ side kick”  and how young women de rail their chances at suc-
cessful futures by giving into others’  de sires.
    T he night was grand. T he pos itive energy and comrade ry that ema-
nated from the Heroes L ounge envelope d our club members and gave 
us much to ponde r over the next  week.  N one of us was brave enough 
to sign up for the “ ope n mic”  pa rt of the evening, but anyone pr esent is 
welcome to.  T he pur e essence of the night is worth taking the time to 
attend:   T heD allasP oetrySlam.c om.

   The 2017-1  student veteran o cers for the Grayson College Student 
V eterans Association ( SV A)  convened  for their bi-
monthly meeting on Wed nesd ay, O ctober 4 , 2 0 1 7 .  
This meeting marked the first gathering for the 
new club o cers who were elected at the previous 
meeting. O cers this year are: Ashley Mathis/ 
President, Amber Rogers/Vice-President, Chris-
top her Gonz ales/ Secretary, and  Brittney Schmid t/
T reasurer.  
   T he SV A membership  is ex p loring fund raising 
p ossibilities in ord er that d onations can be mad e 
to the Eisenhower Memorial in Washington, 
D . C. , Wreaths Across America and  the Grayson 
College F ound ation’ s Boots to Books 
and Beyond program. The Eisenhower Memorial is yet to be constructed, 
but ground breaking is sched uled  for later this month.  Wreaths Across Amer-
ica is a national p rogram that p laces a beautiful wreath on every veteran’ s 
grave at Christmas.   T he Boots to Books and  Beyond / Gap  F und ing allows 
special financial assistance to local Grayson College student veterans. The 
club o cers and the members are all former military personnel and are com-
mitted  to giving back to their community, as well as their country.
   Sp ecial guest sp eaker and  p resenter at this month’ s meeting was L ouella 

Williams, P resid ent of 
T ex oma E d ucators F ed -
eral Cred it U nion.  F or 
the SV A members, she 
p rovid ed  a wealth of 
financial wisdom and 
information regard ing 
personal finances, credit 
rep air, smart shop p ing 
and  minimiz ing college 
debt. Ms. Williams fur-
ther encouraged  all the 
SV A members to never 
let age or degree of di -
culty d emotivate them, but instead  to always continue learning new things 
and  to further their ed ucation.  
   T he SV A meets at noon twice monthly ( 1 st and  3 rd  Wed nesd ays)  in the     
V eterans Hub on the 2 nd  F loor of the Stud ent L ife Center nex t to GC P erks 
Coffee Shop. Membership is open to any student veteran or dependent and 
all are encouraged  to become a p art of the only club on camp us for military 
veterans.  F or more information, call 9 0 3 . 4 1 5 . 2 6 3 2  or stop  by the V eteran 
Services O ce next to the Veterans Hub.

Something’s Cooking 
at The Spitfire Grill

  By al in ussell, Student

Positive Energy at 
Dallas Poetry Slam

Photo courtesy of Marlea Trevino
“Dangerous Cats” by Jesse Reinhard

Photo courtesy of Marlea Trevino
“Last Remaining Light” by Jesse Reinhard

Photo courtesy of Marlea Trevino
“You’re Going to Howe” by Jesse 
Reinhard

Photo courtesy of Marlea Trevino
“Ava’s Owls” by Jesse Reinhard

  By Hunnin ton Sloan, Staff Writer

  By arlea re ino, n lish Professor
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Student Veteran Association Welcomes Officers
By o y llis, Pro ect oordinator, enter of cellence for Veteran Student Success

Photo courtesy of Tommy 
Ellis. Louella Williams 
speaks to SVA members

Photo courtesy of Tommy Ellis. (L-R) Ashely Mathis, Amber 
Rogers, Christopher Gonzales, Brittany Schmidt


